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The number of first-time freshmen

In Fall 1991, the downward trend in the participation
of Cadliforniahigh school graduates asfirst-time fresh-
men at the State’ s public universitiesthat beganin 1990
continued. The University of Cdiforniaenrolled 18,232
first-time freshmen from Cdiforniahigh school — 7.1
percent of the 1990-91 graduating class— about 750
lessthanin Fall 1990 and some 1,500 lessthanin Fall
1989. The CdiforniaState Universty enrolled 25,064
firgt-time freshmen — 9.8 percent of these graduates
— about 2,000 lessthan in Fall 1990 and some 4,000
lessthanin Fall 1989.

These declines were due not only to asmaller high
school graduating classinthe State but dsoto asmaller
proportion of these graduates enrolling at the State's
public universities, from both public and private high
schools

Number of University The California

High School of California State University

Graduates Number Percent Number Percent

Fdl 1989 268,983 19739 73% 29116 108%
Fdl 1990 258949 19003 7.3% 2704 105%
Fdl1991 256211 18232 71% 25064 9.8%

The decline has been more pronounced among private
high school graduates than among public high school

graduates.
Fall 1989 Fall 1990 Fall 1991

University of California
Public High School Graduates  6.75% 6.79% 6.65%
Private High School Graduates 1325 1295 1208

The California State University
Public High School Graduates  10.17 9% 9.32

Private High School Graduates 1741 1585 1464

Participation of racial/ethnicgroups
Over thelast few years, the University of Cdiforniahas

lost someground initseffortsto increase the proportion
of Californiapublic high school graduates from under-
represented racial/ethnic groups — specifically Black
and L atino graduates— in its freshman class, accord-
ing to data on those students who reported their racial/
ethnicidentity. InFal 1989, Latino students comprised
13.7 percent of the University’ sfreshman class from
California public high schools, while Black students
comprised 5.6 percent. By fall 1991, the representa
tion of these groups had fallen to 13.5 and 4.2 percent,
respectively. The representation of White graduates had
also declined — from 50.3 to 44.6 percent, while the
representation of Asian/Pacific Idander graduates had
increased from 25.8 to 32.6 percent.

The California State University has continued to make
progressin expanding the representation of Black and
L atino graduates coming to itsfreshman classfrom Cdi-
forniapublic high schools. Latino representation has
grown from 15.3 to 21.2 percent between Fall 1989
and Fal 1991, while Black representation has expanded
from 5.1 to 8.4 percent. In contrast, Asian/Pecific |s-
lander respresentation grew by only 0.9 percentage
points— from 18.3 to 19.2 percent, while White rep-
resentation dropped from 53.6 percent to 45.3 percent.

Because these trends are strongly influenced by changes
in theracia/ethnic composition of the State’ spublic high
school graduating class, it is desirable to examine the
participation rates of graduates from each racia/ethic
group — that is, the proportion of each group that
choosesto enrall:

University of California The California State University
1989 1990 1991 1989 1990 1991

Asian  17.0% 17.0% 18.3% 179% 166% 14.7%
Black 47 40 36 84 97 98
Filipino 86 85 84 187 180 148
Latino 41 37 33 6.8 72 71
White 55 55 53 87 80 74
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For theUniveraty of Cdifornia, thisperspectiveilludrates
declining participation of public high school graduates
from every racid/ethnic groups except Asan students.
At the State University, the participation of Black and
Latino public high school graduates has continued to
grow, whilethat of Asan, Filipino, and White graduates
has declined.

Regional differencesin participationrates

The proportion of 1990-91 high school graduates en-
rolling asfird-timefreshmen a the Universty of Cdifor-
niaand the CdiforniaState Univeraty variessubstantidly
among geographic regionswithin Cdifornia, asthe maps
of 11 mgjor regions below show.

University of California: The proportion of Califor-
nia s1991 high school graduates who entered the Uni-
versty asfirg-timefreshmenin Fall 1991 from Orange
County and the San Francisco Bay area (9.4 percent in
each region) continued to be significantly above the
statewide average of 7.1 percent, whilethe proportions
from therurd areas of California— Northern Califor-
nia, the northern and southern Centrd Valley, Riversde
and San Bernardino Counties — continued to be
substan-

tidly below the statewide average, ranging from 3.9 per-
cent down to 3.2 percent. The Los Angeles region
ranked above the mean at 8.0 percent, while the Sac-
ramento region fell below it at 5.9 percent. Virtually at
the mean were the Central Coast (6.9 percent), South
Coast (7.2 percent), and San Diego-Imperid region (7.2
percent). Interestingly, the order of theregionsin terms
of the proportions of graduates enrolling asfreshmen at
the University quite closdly paralelsthe order of there-
gionsintermsof per capitaincome.

The California Sate Univerisity: A larger than aver-
age percentage of high school graduatesfrom LosAn-
geles County, Orange County, and the San Francisco
Bay Areatraditionaly enroll at the State University, but
inFall 1991, thiswastruefor thefirst timein recent his-
tory for the southern Central Valey region: 9.9 percent,
compared to 9.8 percent statewide. In contrast, the 11
regions lowest participation rates were the South
Coast’ s 6.4 percent, Riverside-San Bernardino Coun-
ties 6.9 percent, and the Sacramento region’s 7.2 per-
cent. Unlikethe Universty, therank order of theregions
intermsof State Univergty firg-time freshman participa:
tion rateshasvirtually no relation to their rank interms
of per-capitaincome.

University of California

The California State Univer sity

Regional Participation Rates
of High School Graduates
as First-Time Freshmen,
Fall 1991
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